SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2006

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National Body for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 CAT in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.  This broadcast can also be heard on Echolink by connecting to ZS6FCS or to www.zs6mrk.org and following the indicated links.  This, and previous bulletins, can be downloaded from the web site of the SARL i.e. www.sarl.org.za.  You can read or download previous bulletins from there and subscribe to receive future bulletins by email.

This transmission is by Hans, ZS6KR, on 145,725 and 7,066 MHz from Pretoria with a relay on 3 695 kHz.  (Other newsreaders please change to suit).

SILENT KEY

It is with regret that the Free State Amateur Radio Club has to announce that the key of At de Bruin, ZS4AT, became silent on the 19th september due to a heart attack.  At was vice chairman of the club for the last few years and it will be difficult to fill the vacancy.  Our condolences to his brothers Danie, ZS4DA, Hannes, ZS4HS, sister elsie, ZS4EP, other relatives and friends.
(PAUSE)

In the news today:

WRITE THE INITIAL BEACON TEXT FOR SUMBANDILE

OCTOBER RAE

INFORMATIVE INTECHNET NEXT SUNDAY

you are listening to ZS6SRL.  Stay tuned for more detail on these and other important and interesting news items.
WRITE THE INITIAL BEACON TEXT FOR SUMBANDILE
The SA AMSAT Payload on Sumbandile Satellite will carry a programmable beacon.  SA AMSAT invites satellite enthusiast to write the copy for the beacon text to be uploaded before launch in December 2006.  The message which will be broadcast around the world must have a South African flavour and be in English.  The length of the message may not exceed 15 seconds.  It must also identify the amateur payload on Sumbandile.  If the winner is a learner under 18, the winner will be invited to record the message and have his or her voice being transmitted around the world.
Sumbandile is a Venda word that freely translated into English means Pathfinder, showing the way to more South African satellites to be launched in the future.
The closing date for the competition is on 15 October 2006. Please send entries by email to saamsat@intekom.co.za . The subject line must read Beacon Text by ........(your call sign or if you have no call sign your first name and surname)  The winner will a receive a ARRL Satellite handbook. Visit www.amsatsa.org.za for more details.
OCTOBER RAE

The period for entries for the October RAE has now run out.  Entries received after Thursday the 21st september will automatically be entered for the next RAE.  A total of 158 entries were received of which 36 are for the Class B examination.  The examinations will take place at 23 centres at 19:00 on 19 October.

Examination numbers have been mailed to all candidates last Friday and the numbers are also available on the SARL website.

A licence application form is included in the mail to all candidates and this form must be completed by all of them.

Candidates, invigilators and lecturers are reminded that ALL candidates must also acquire a HF Operator's Certificate.  This certificate must be attached to the licence application form and handed in at the examination centre.  Invigilators must ensure that the completed forms are returned with the examination papers

VOORTREKKER MOVEMENT COMMEMORATES ITS 75th BIRTHDAY WITH A CAMP AND A SPECIAL STATION

The Voortrekker movement is 75 years old this year and more than 4 000 Voortrekkers, young and old, will attend the festivities at the Voortrekker monument in Pretoria from 28 September to 1 October.  A special event station with callsign ZS75VT will be active for the duration of the event.  Please listen and respond to our CQ's.  Special QSL cards will be sent.  Amateurs that would like to drop in (to operate or simply for moral support!) please contact Gerhard, ZS6GSC, whose email address is gerhards@ngena-ds.co.za.

WEATHER PATTERNS AND PROPAGATION, IS THERE A CONNECTION?

Much has been written about the correlation between weather patterns and ionospheric propagation.  Is there substance what researchers are saying?  Does the 11-year cycle influence the rainfall and the number of cold fronts that hit us?

Jacques van Delft had made a study of this and will present his finding during the next Intecnet on Sunday 1 October 2006.  Join the discussion by linking your club repeater to the network.  Send an email to armi@sarl.org.za.  The Intecnet follows the President's net at 20:00 CAT.  The President's net starts at 19:00.

RADIO ZS

The July/September 2006 of Radio ZS is at present being printed.  The electronic version is available for download from the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.  The editor would like to have the next issue available during November and invites SARL members to contribute suitable material.  Send your contributions to radiozs@sarl.org.za or the address as indicated in Radio ZS.

FOUNDATION LICENSE BOOSTS AMATEUR RADIO NUMBERS IN AUSTRALIA (SEP 19, 2006)

The Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) reports that the number of new radio amateurs "down under" has grown by upward of 500 licensees, or 3,4 percent, in the 11-month period ending August 1.  WIA credits the Foundation license with helping to reverse a trend of declining ham radio numbers.  Following the UK model, the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) instituted the Foundation license in mid-October of 2005, and nearly 900 applicants have so far taken advantage of the new entry-level license. "There now seems little doubt that the WIA examination service will process more than 1 000 successful candidates in the first full year of assessing Foundation license candidates," the WIA said earlier this summer.  "It is now also apparent that an increasing number of people are upgrading from Foundation to Standard and Advanced, and feedback from assessors and several clubs offering training confirms this trend will continue to accelerate over the coming months."  As of August 1 there were 14 204 radio amateurs in Australia, not counting repeater or beacon licenses.  ACMA adopted a distinctive four-letter suffix starting with "F" for all VK Foundation licensees.  Holders enjoy limited access to 80, 40, 15 and 10 meters as well as the entire 2 meter and 70 cm bands using voice modes or "hand-keyed" CW only (ie, no keyboard or computer-generated code) at 10 W or less.  Gibraltar also offers a Foundation license for beginners.

SARLNews trusts that the introduction of the ZU license in the RSA will have the same positive effect here.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Due to email problems news about propagation conditions had not been received.  You may visit www.spaceweather.co.za for further information.

DIARY OF EVENTS

01 October - President's Net and Intecnet;
05 October - SARL 80 Metre QSO Party;
07 October - East Rand Flea market;
15 October - Closing date for submitting Sumbandile beacon message;
19 October - End of year RAE;
20/22 October - CQ Hou Koers and JOTA
28 October - 1 September - Special station ZS6VT.

SARL News depends on clubs and individuals for news items of importance and interest to radio amateurs.  The one and only way to ensure that your contribution will reach the SARL News team, is to place it in www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It will be appreciated if you will do it in both Afrikaans and English.

The SARL also invites all listeners to listen to the program Amateur Radio Mirror International this Sunday morning at 10:00 CAT on 145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area with relays on 7 082, 7 205 and 17 695 kHz.  Audio is also streamed on www.zs6mrk.org and on Echolink from ZS6FCS as for this bulletin.  A repeat transmission takes place on Mondays at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor the ARMI transmissions on the non-amateur frequencies.

You have been listening to a news bulletin by the South African Radio League, which was compiled in a hurry by George, ZS6NE, due to not email problems causing not having received the bulletin which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS.

A prosperous week to all, 73.

/EX
